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my Subject, and that Tow approve of my | 
in Handling it ; which, throughout this whole Diſ- 
courſe; I sſſuve Tow, 14s the greateſt Matter, both 
of my Conſcience and Curtern. 
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Sati faction of that Excellent Perſon, and 


Tou know to be f 2 we 
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"x to Jour Practice and Exam 2 8.5 9 
the «be Patterns for their ar and Imi 
tation in that Duty. 


That Ton may always continue to Live and Act 


in 4 firm Peace and perfect Union dmibngſt Tour 
Selves, and, therein, moſt eff yo vey rovide or 
Tour Own leſt ing Honour and 2 Al in 


doing that, I am ſure, for the utmoſt Content 
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1 KINGS X. 9. 

Bleſſed be the Lord thy God, which delighted in 
thee, to ſet thee on the Throne of Iſrael ; Becauſe 
| the Lord lov d Iſrael for ever, therefore made he 
Thee King to do Judgment and Fuſtice. 


w . 


HES E Words are art of an Addreſs 
2 the Queen of Sheba to King Slo- 
mon, after her perſect Experience of his 


profound iſaom, and upon her preſent 
and intimate Acquaintance with the Splendor and 
Magnificence of his Court: And theſe words, to- 
ether with the reſt of the Diſcourſe to which they - 
long, carry this Advantage along with them 
(which is not ſo very uſual in ſuch caſes, and in 
ſuch a place) that we are ſure, they are not a bare 
empty form or complement, nor do they any way riſe 
above the Truth and Reality of their Subject. For 
as they plainly appear to have been ſpoken by that 
Queen trom her Heart, and run with a clear vein of 
Sincerity thro the whole Courſe and Tenour of them, 
ſo we are certain from the account here given us, 
that they were not Ag or bi pronounc'd, but 
were taken from, and grounded upon, the. beſt and 
ſureſt Obſeruatiau. For we know this Queen of the Mattl. 1a. 
South, was drawn to Solomon's Court from the utter. ** 
moſt parts of the earth, by the loud Fame of his #3/dom 
and Greatneſs'; and we can't but think, that the 
Emulation that reigns amongſt Princes, who are 
curious to ſurvey the particular and minuzeſt Cir: 
cumſtances of each others Hate and Granaear, had 
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. engag d her to look the neareſt, and with the .nigelt 
- KW Curiofity into the r Frame and Wr 
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2 A SERMON Preachd on the 
that Aing's Affairs, and would not eaſily ſuffer any 
thing to eſcape her Eye, that might deſerve her 
Notice. The reſult and conſequence of all which 
her Enquiries was, as we are inform'd in ſome of 
the preceding Verſes of this Chapter, that upon the 
dazling view of ſo much Majeſty and Glory, ſo far 
beyond any thing of her former Experience, ſhe was 
ſtruck and held with ſo high and paſlionate a degree 
of Adnuration, that for the preſent it quite over- 
power'd and ſurpriz'd her $trius; For to we read 
the account of this matter v. 4, 5. of this Chapter, 
That when the Queen of Sheba had ſeen all Solomon's 
Wiſdom, and the Hquſe that he built; and the Meat 
of his table, and the ſitting of his Servants, and the 
attendance of his miniſters, and their apparel; and 
bis cupbearers, and bis aſcent by which he went up 
unto the houſe of the Lird ; that is, when ſhe had 
carefully beheld and conſider'd with her ſelf this 
Great King's wonderful Viſaom and Management 
in every inſtance and capacity, in ordering the 
Affairs of his Howſhold, in the choice and encourage- 
ment of his «Mmtry that were to attend him in the 
matters of his Government, and in the honourable 
and ſtately Proviſion he had made for the ſervice 7 
God and Religion upon this we are immediately told, 
there was no more ſpirit te her, twas too bright a 
Scene of Glory for her to bear; it quite over-firain'd 
her Apprehenfion, which therefore was fain to yield 
and fink under it, till at length recovering her felf 
as One from under a deep and ſuddeu Fit of Aſtoniſh- 
1 ment, ſhe made this Profeſſion: I. was 4 Ire report 
5 that I heard in mine own Land, of thy Ars and of thy 
. Wiſdom: FHowheit, I believed not the words uni I 
came, and mine eyes had ſeen it, and behold the half 
was not told me, thy Wiſdom and Proſperity exceedeth 
the fame which I heard : Happy are thy men, bappy 
are theſe thy ſervants which ſtand continually before 
thee, and that hear thy Wiſdows! What « echearfal; 
what 'a hearty Congrathlation have we here 9 
| . this 
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| Queen's Inauguration, March 8. 1713. 3 
this Good Queen ! No blank Emy, or ſullen dejeion 
of Thought appears in her Exprethons; No little 
dimmngs;ſbing, s Artifices made uſe pf, to con- 
ceal or leſſen Ring So/omou's Greatneſs, in order to 
comfort or flatter her own Defe&ts in compariton ; 
but ſo full and lively a Repreſentation given in of the 
ſeveral Initances'of his Aeg Glety, in fo generous, 


noble and fublime a ſtrain of Admiration, as if ſhe 


had deſign d to have made even wiſe King Solomon 
himſelf more ſenſible of his own Happineſs, than what 


we mult ſuppoſe him to have been from his own Re- 


Heftions. And from thus repreſenting and admiring 
his ſuperiour and excellent Advantages, and thoſe of 


his Servants and Subjects that hiv'd near his Preſence, 


and under the influence of his Government, ſhe 
comes at laſt and turns her Thoughts and Diſcourſe 
to a religious and grateful} Aeknowledgntene of the 
Goodneſs and Favour of the Gd of _ the great 
Author and Fountain of all this Blethog and Happ1- 
neſs, to that Privce and People, in the Words which 
I have now read before you; and choſen for my pre- 
ſent Subject. Hleſted be the Lord thy God, 1which de- 
lighted in thee, to ſet thee on the Thrane of Iſrael, be- 
caxſe the Lard lov'd Iſrael for ever, therefore made be 
thee Ring, te da Fndement and Juſtice, From thele 
words may be eaſily obſerv'd Three things, which 


lowing Diſcourſe. 50 


Fir, The Qualifications of a Prince, under whoſe 
Adminiſtration and Government God intends the 
Happineſs and Profperity of a Nation, that he is One 
in whom Cad! delights, whom for ſome noble Endow- 
ments, Graces and Accompliſhments of Mind, he 
has a more eſpecial regard 0: Biaſſed be the Lord thy 
Cod, which delighted in thee. . an. 
Secondly, That God's Hand and Providence are par- 


ticularly and nearly conce ru d in placing ſuch a 


Prince upon the Throne; and that his being there ig 


* * 


I ſhall therefore endeavour to make good in my fol- 


 - 4 SER MON Preach'd on the 
not to be look'd upon as the reſult of Chance, or the 
conſequence of Human Eftabliſhment only, or as an 
Event falling out purely in the common and ord: 
Courſe of Succeſſion, but as an effect defign'd, pro- 
duc'd, and brought about by the peculiar Direction, by 
the over-ruling Power, Wiſdom and Goodneſs of God 
himſelf: Thus the Queen of Sheba tells Salomon, 
that *twas God that ac/;2hzed in him, or made Choice 
of him, above others, to ſet him on the Throne of 
Iſraeh *'©- Fo. 2-9 5 
' Thirdly, That there can be no greater Argument 
of God's Favour and Bleſſing to a Kingdom or People, 
both for the preſent and future Generations, than his 
raiſing up ſuch a Prince upon the Throne, who is per- 
fectly well enabled and inclin'd t a wiſe, faithful and 
religious Adminiſtration of the Government. Becauſe 
the Lord led Iſrael for ever, therefore made be thee 
King, to do Judgment and Juſtice. OPER 
' Theſe Obſervations, I think, ariſe very naturally 
from the Words of my Text; and therefore I hope; 
that what ſhall be ſaid further, in purſuance of them; 
will not be thought, either brought in violently, to 
ſerve a 3 Opportunity, or Suggeſted by a Worſe 
Principle, which ought to be very far from all our Dif: 
courſes, much more from thoſe that pretend to be 


Religious. 


The Fir/t thing here to be conſider'd, are the Qua- 
lifications of a Prince, under whoſe Adminiſtration 
and Government God intends the Happineſs and 
Proſperity of a Nation, that he is One, in whom 
God achghts,' whom for ſome noble Endowments, 
Graces and Accompliſhments of Mind, he has a more 
eſpecial regard to, as we are here told he had in the 
caſe and inſtance of Solomon. Bleſſed be the Lord 
thy God, ' which delighted in thee. Indeed God appears 
to have fix'd his Eye of Favour and Bleſſing upon 
_ thas Prince, from his very Nativity, and to have de- 

lign'd him the main Inſtrument and Means of con- 
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reying his Goodneſs and Bleſſing to his People ſack, 
rom the very Bowels of bis Mother. For immedi 
tely upon his Birth we are 1nform'd, 2 Sam. 12. 2 
5. that God lov'd bim, and gave him a Name import 
ng a Relation to himſelf, and the tender regard and 
are he had over him; For he ſen * the hand = 
NMatban the Prophet, and be call d bis Name Fedidia 
hat is, beloved of the Lord. And here if we may 
nodeſtly venture to aſſign a Reaſon, why Almighty 
rod, who never does any thing without the beſt and 
reateſt, ſhould thus prevent this Royal Infant with 
is early Favour, we may ſuppoſe, twas for thoſe ex. 
llent, tho' tender Seeds of Goodneſs and Vertue, 
hich were laid-and hidden inthe Frame and Temper 
f his Soul, and which under the Dew; and Influence 
Heavenly Bleſſing, God knew would, in time, 
ſcover themſelves, and ripen to his own great Glory 
ad the Advantage of all his People, as we know 
ey did. And when this young Prince was — 
ter'd upon his Government, what an excellent 
7744 muſt God himſelf have ſeen in him, when for 
ce he would venture the Iſſues of his own infinite 
wer in his Hands, by ſubmitting to his Choice 
d Election all that he himſelf could do for him, 


- 


bim by nigbt in Gibeon and ſaid, ask what / ſhall , 
e thee ! And the religious, wiſe and dutiful An- 
r he return'd to his Great Creator on this occaſion 
wd, that he might be ſafely truſted with ſuch a 
poſal, when in bis choice he preferr'd a Power 
Ability, to do God Honour and Service in his 
ernment, to all other inſtances of his own Hap- 
eſs; for which how abundantly and bountifully 
i - rewarded him in all the reſt, we learn from the 
ed Story, „A ad 
And as it was here in the caſe and inſtance of 
mon, ſo tis the ſame in every Government, tho 
perhaps always ſo remarkable, that in the ſame 
ree and meaſure, that God's Providence intends 
. 15 P i - & We 0 10 
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th all his Wiſdum and Goodneſs ; For God aper Kings 3. 


1 48ERMON Preach'd an the 
do build up the Happineſs of a Kifigdom or People 
he lays the main Foundation of it in the 7 exper aud 
Perſonal Vertues of the Prince himſelf : Which, if 2 
People deſerve, he ſhould do ſo much for them, ii 
many times a reaſon, why One well qualified for the 
Government is ſet up, to the Neglect or Rejection c 
another. Thus we are ſure. 'twas in the caſe of D 
vid, when Samuel was ſent to Retblebem, by God's 
own direction, to look him out a King among the 
1 King; Sons of Jeſſe : God had here no regard to prierity of 
36. 1. Birth, to outward Gracefulneſs, Majeſty or Comelineſj 
of Perſon, or any other external Advantages, hay 
commanding and ſpecious ſoever in the Eyes and 
1 Men; but twas an inward, Goodr 
of Soul, a genuine Sincerity and Uprightneſs o 
Heart, a religious Integrity of Mind and Spirit, tha 
was the Rule and Standard by which God deter 
min d his Election upon David, tho otherwiſe # 
teaſt of all his Father's houſe : And when Sawanch, 1 
this caſe, would have gone another way in his ow 
Wiſdom, and was aw'd by the Preſence and. ſtatel 
Deportment of Zliah, the eldeſt, Brother, into 
Opinion of his being the fitteſt, and the Perſon de 
fign'd for the Government, God gave him a ſecret Rt 
buke, and told him, that he was to proceed by qui 
other meaſures in his work: For ſo we read the ac 
count, 7 hat Samuel /ogt'd upon Eliab au ſaid, ſur 
the Lord's anointed ts before him; But the Lord ja 
unto Samuel, loo not on bis countenance, or ont 
height of bis flatare, becauſe I ue refus'd bim, | 
the Lord ſeeth not as man ſeeth, for man looketh uf 
the outward appearance, but the Lord loaketh on il 
heart. And there it was that David, the young 
Son, found the Divine Acceptance and Apprabatic 
before the reſt, to have the Kingdom of /frael tra 
lated. from the Houſe of Saul, upon him and h 
Poſterity for ever. Thus we ſee in the two Iuſtane 
of David, and his Son Solormon, that wher God 
providing for the more than arainary Wr 
| | 1 
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roſperity of his People, he takes care to ſet a Prince 

er them, for whom, for his inward good Temper, 


Rions, he has a choice Regard, 

And we find, how well in theſe Two Examples 
zention'd, the Event it ſelf anfwer'd God's own De. 
pn, and gracious Intention to that People: For. of 
ing David's Reign, this is the egcellent Character 


rael, and executed judgment and juſtice to all bis 


omon's Government deſcribed to us in Terms that 
mport the greateſt Felicity of a Kingdom, in all the 
aſtances of Plenty, Peace, and Tranquility, that was 
pflible on Earth; that in 51. reps ad and Iſrael 
tre many as the ſand which is by the ſea in multitude, 
ting and drinking, and making merry. 1 Kings 4. 20. 
nd in verſ. 24, 25. we are told, That Solomon had 
wemion over all the region on this fide the river, and 
bat under bis protect jon, Judah and Iſrael dwelt ſafely, 
very man under his vine, and ander bis fig-tree, from 


dan even to Beerſheba, > 
And as it thus appears in Nun, that God has ſuch 
ifications and Per- 


Reſpect and Eye to the Qual 
Rions of the Perfon whom he intends to ſet over 


is People for their Good; ſo tis not ſo very diffi- 
ult to give a reaſon why; becauſe the rſt and main 


nent begins and riſes here: A Prince's After. actions 
ill carry the turn and impreſſion of his Temper. 
or though ſometimes other Motives may prevail 
ich him to act a little d7fferently, upon ſome Occa- 
ons, yet tis certain for the main of his Govern+ 


dwn Inclinations. And therefore tis of as much 


ight Diſpoſition in his Temper and Affections, car- 
ying him to Good, as 'tis that his People ſhould be 


And 
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d Diſpoſition, for his Graces, Vertues, and Per- 


iven us in Hoꝶ Kripture, That be reigned over alt 
ple. 2 Sam.8. 15, And we have the Effects of 


pring of all the Conſequences and Iſſues of Govern- 


nent, he will follow the ſway' and tendency of his 
Moment and Concern, that he ſhould have at firſta a 


ver Proſperous or Happy under him afterwards. 


\F 


$ A SERMON Preah'd os the 
And if there be not ſome ſuch firm Foundation 0 
Goodneſs, either laid in his Natute, or wrought i 
bim afterwards, by the Grace of God, the Tempta 
tions of Power are generally ſo great, and the re 
ſtraints from other Conſiderations, for the moſt part, 
1 ſo Ineffectual, that the happineſs and welfare of the 
0 people under ſuch a Government will be infinitely 


W -. hazardous. But we ſee when God himſelf is pleas'd 
x to provide himſelf a Ning for his choſen ; People, in 
f reward for their Piety and Obedience to him, tis a 
. x Sam. Perſon whoſe Heart he himſelf has ust touch d, and 
q 10. 26. who, tis likely, will ever after retain the /mpre/fion, 
| and of whom he has taken the firmeſt Security poſſi- 
] \ ble for the juſtice and regularity of his Government, 
; by having wrought him to a frame and temper of 
| Mind that pleaſes him beſt, and given him a true 
B | turn and byaſs in his Reſolutions and Proceedings. 
b | God may be then ſaid to det in ſuch a Perſon, to 
= fer him on tbe Throne, having thus prepared and qua- 
4 lified him by his Grace and Favour, to act for, and 
4 under him, in the deſigns of his Mercy and Goodneſs 


to his People. N. 755 | 

And according to the variety of Times, and diffe. 

rent exigence of Affairs in Government, ſo the m. 
nifold Wiſdom of Cod is pleas d to interpoſe and ordet 

the Succeſſion of Governours, that their Inclination 

and Capacity ſhall beſt fall in with, and anſwer the 
preſent neceſſity and demands of the publick Affairs. 
Thus David was made the firſt King over Iſrael after 
Saul, when the Monarchy was yet tender, in its 
early growth, and not arriv'd at that Strength and 
Firmneſs of Conſtitution, as to bear the ſnocks and 
violence that it muſt expect to meet with from the 
aſſaults and rudeneſs of its Enemies. And therefore 

it was requiſite he ſhould. be + Man of Mar, able and 

gen. enclin'd to fight the Battles of the Lord, to enlarge 
25.28. the Bounds of his Dominion, and to; ſettle it on a 
firm and laſting Foundation. Towards the latter 
end of his Reign, he had quell'd the Riſings of bis 
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Queen's Inauguration, March 8. 1713. 9 
Enemies on every ſide, and there was no Auer ſary nor 
evil Occurrent; nor was there any thing then wanting 
to the perfection of the cu Church and State, but a 
prince, who, freed from the toil and neceſſity of War, 
ſhould flouriſh and adorn it in all the Arts of Peace, and 
who ſhould attend upon, and order the Affairs of Re- 
ligton and the State, without diſturbance, and diſpoſe 
and ſettle every thing to the Advantage and Glory of 
his Kingdom, And for this purpoſe we ſee God rais d 
up Solomon, who was to be apeaceable Man, and there- 
fore was ſent into the World with ſuch Diſpoſitions 
and Propenſities in his Nature, as were fit to qualiſy 
him to concur with the merciful Deſigns of God's 
Providence to the Age in which he liv'd. 

So that this we find is one of the main Springs by 
which God directs, and influences the Proſrerity and 
Happineſs of Kingdoms and Nations, by ſuiting and 
adaptingthe Tempers and Qualifications of Princes 
to the {tate and poſture of entward Affairs, ſo as to 
prevent the Evils which would otherwiſe ariſe, and 
io promote and accompliſh the Good which he in- 
ge. ends, in the Counſels of his infinite Mercy. F 

But there is a more peculiar Conſideration yet, 
which I have not hitherto mention'd on this Head, 
which 1s equally true with the former, but not ſo 
hel much obſery'd: And 'tis this, That tho' God does 

not ordain Princes purely for their own ſake, but to 

be the publick Miniſters of his Providence tor good 
to Mankind, becauſe Government in it ſelf 1s ne- 
eſſary to keep up, and maintain the State of the 
or/d, that it does not run into Diſorder and Con- 
uſion; and therefore our chief Acknowledgments - 
are due to him on that Score, for providing ſo well 


wy or a Nation, by the advancement of Juſt and Righ- 
ge So, Princes to the Throne: Vet we cannot deny, 
I but that God, ſometimes, pitches upon a par/ic 


Perſon, and chuſes him out from the reſt of the Peo- 

ple to fix his Sacred Character, and to pour his bo/ 

Oyl of Anointing upon him, by way of * | 
7M race 


as 


10 A SERMON Preach'd on the 
Grace and Favour to that Perſon, and in return for 
ſome eminent Graces of Vertue or Piety, which he 
either does or would practice in ſuch a Station, to the 
Honour of God and Religion. For this reaſon more 
immediately he delighted in Solomon to make him 
Ning over Iſrael, than whom, in the brit Years of his 
Reign, no Prince ever ſet a greater Luſtre on the out- 
ward Face and Profeſſion of Piety, or with greater 
Zeal and Sincerity attended the inward deſign and 
perfection of it in his Heart. 
And thus likewiſe we find David his Father, moſt 
8 acknowledging God's peculiar Ninaheſs to 
is own Perſon, by raiſing him up to the Throne, in 
preference to all others of his Xinared and Nation; 
The Lord God of [ſrael, ſays he, choſe me before all the 


# houſe of my father, to be king over Iſrae l for ever. For he 
I hath choſen Fudah, to be the ruler, and of the houſe of Ju- 
= dab the houſe of my father, and among the ſons of my fa- 
1 ther, he liked me, to make me king over all 1ſracl. 1 Chron. 
Al 2.8.4. And we find God himſelf, by the Prophet Nathan, 
AW repreſenting the peculiar Advantage of his Favour and 


of Kindneſs to David, in raiſing him to ſo great and noble 

; a State; not by way of upbraiding him, but only to re- 

| new in him a grateful remembrance, which God lov 'd 

to fee in that Good Man, how much he was ſtill, and 

| had ever been under his Kindneſs and Protection. 

| Thus ſaith the Lord of hoſts, I took thee from the 
: ſheepcote, from following the ſheep, to be ruler over m 

people, over [ſracl. And 1 was with thee whither ſo 

ever thou wenteft, and have cut off all thine enemies out 

of thy ſight, and have made thee a great name, like unto 

the name of the great men that are in the earth. 2 Sam. 

J. 8, 9. Suitably to what God himſelf declares in an. 

pf $9.20, Ober place, I have found David my ſervant : with my 

holy op! have I anomted bim. From hence then tis 

ſulficiently clear, that God ſometimes fixes the 

Crown of Government on the Head of his Servant, 

not for the publick Benefit of the People only, but 

in return and recompence for the Piety and Good . 

| 0 
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of the Prince himſelf; becauſe God gelebt in fuch 
a one to do him Honour, For them that honour me, [ 
will honour, ſays he by his Prophet, 1 Sams. 2. 30. 

Otherwiſe, King David would have never thus ac- 

| knowledg'd it as a peculiar Favour of God's Kind- 

neſs and Goodneſs to his Perſon, that he was made 

the Prince over Iſrael; nor would God have expect- 

f ed he ſhould have done ſo, which yet we ſee he did; 

| and therefore the Royal Diadem was intended by the 
Hand of Heaven, as a Perſonal Ornament to himſelf, 

þ as well as the great Advantage of his Kingdom and 

4 P eople. 21 | i 

g And thus much for the ſiiſt Obſervation from my 

e 

c 


Text, That when God intends to make e 
Happy, be ſets a Governour over them, whbm, for 
his perſonal Graces, Accompliſhments, and Qua- 

. lifications for ſuch a Poſt, he delights to Cloath in 

K the Robes of £Majeſly and Honour. | 


, I come. now to obſerve in the Second Place, That 

q God's Hand and Providence are very particularly and 

le nearly Concern d, in placing ſuch a Prince upon the 

. Throne; and that his being there is not to be look d 

4 upon as the reſult of Chance, or as the Conlequencg 

d of Human Eſtabliſbment only, or as an Eyent falling 

z out purely in the common. and ordinary way of Suc- 
ceſſion, but as an Effect deſign d, produc'd, and brought 
about, by the peculiar Direction, by the over-ruling 
Power, Wiſdom, and Goodneſs of God himſelf. Thus 

the * of Sheba tells Solomon, That twas God 
that delighted is him, or made choice of him above 
others, to ſet him on the throne of [ſrae]. That God 

in his Wiſdom determines upon a fit Perſon to Go- 
vern his People, when he intends their extraordi- 
nary Happineſs, I have ſhewn already under the 
former Head of this Diſcourſe ; what I am at preſens 

to conſider is this, the particular Providence that 
God exerciſes, and the particular Methods by which | 
he works the way for ſuch a Prince's Advancement oF 
ta the Throne. B 2 R 


—_——— 


- 
- — - 
—— 4 B42 
— — —jĩꝙ—ß—ͤ —ͤ— — — 
9 . "= 
* 
- wu 


— 


— = 
' — 4 v > 
- — — - = 
— Ä—— - 2 
* "—_—— — 4 — -__ 6ᷓ——J— 
— 


r 
— 


. A hn Set Fewgg 
Þ +4", =_ a4 Ss 


* . 
— — — — 


— 

b — 
- "_ _ oy 2 
1 — . .. — — * 


* — eye 


* - 2 Dr 
2 - 6 LS 


F ²˙¹·—— K 
wn . _ s =_ -* 64 
2 


WW; 
1% 
WJ | 
61 
„ 
1 4 - 
ö 
I 


— — — _ & * - _ - 
” 


———_— Ce eee 
__— — 22 — __ = 
, 


— 
* 4 8 
* 5 * g K 
"a 
_ N 
— 
0 
, 
* 
* 


28. — choſen Solomon my ſon, 70 fit upon the throne of the 


1 Kings 


416. 
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In the firſt Reigns of the Jewiſh Princes, God was 
pleas'd to interpoſe, and determine the right of Go- 


vernment by an immediate Deſignation of the Perſon. ' 


And this was ou a clear undoubted Argument of 
his immediate, an 83 Care over the Affairs 
of that Natiom; and the Conſequences of Govern- 
ment were, on that account, more directly aſerib'd 
to his Conduct, and the order of his Providence. 
Thus Saul and David received their Royal Commiſ- 
ſions reach'd out to them by the Hand of God him- 
ſelf, and the good or bad Effects of their Adminiſtra- 


tion, were intended as Bleſſings, or Rebukes upon 


that People, in regard to their different Behaviour 
in point of Duty. And that Solomon likewiſe was 
by the expreſs Appointment of God, to ſucceed 1n 


the Throne of that Kingdom, we are well aſſured 


from the Teſtimony of King David his Father, who, 
in a full Aſſembly of his People, Proclaims his Son 


Solomon's Right and Succeſſion, at the Mouth of God 


himſelf, not long before his Death. Of all my ſous, 
ſays he, (for the Lord hath given me many ſons) be hath 


kingdom of the Lord over Iſrael. And he ſaid unto me, 
Solb mon thy ſon, he ſhall build my houſe and my courts : 


for ¶ have choſen bim to be my ſon, and I will be his 
father. Moreover, I will eſtabliſh his kingdom for ever, 


if he be conſtant to do my commandments and my judg- 
ments, as at this day. And this was no more than 
what his Rival Aaonijab acknowledges, whatever 
wild Ambition mov'd h 

the Kingdom, ſo clearly and fully Wgainſt his own 
Convictions. But he went, it ſeems, upon the Right 
of Popular Election, tho' he knew God was quite 
againſt it hen; and we have ſome reaſon to think 
he may have been ſo, in ſome other Caſes, ſince. But 
that he was fo then, he well knew; and eonſeſs'd as 


much upon preſenting his Requeſt ro Bathſheba, the 
he, that ihe 


Mother of Soſormon, I hon knoweſt, fare 
kingdom was mine, and that all Iſtae 


* 
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me that I ſhould reign + howbeit the kingdom is turn d 
bout and become my brothers, for it was his from the 

ord ; was it ſo indeed? Then all the reaſon in the 
World he ſhould have it, which ever way the good 
People might incline. In thoſe Days it ſcems zhe 
vice of the people was not always the voice of God, 

So that from hence we ſee the Words of the 
een of Sheba to King Solomon were not Words of 
ourſe, or of uncertain Preſumption, 'when ſhe tells 
at Aim in my Text, that God had delighted in 
im, to ſet him on the Throne, that he had exerted 
is own immediate Hand of Direction in appointing 
im Ruler over his 6e/oved People, and made him 
ing for the good of that Nation. for ever after- 
ards. | 


In theſe Caſes, and under this ſtate of Affairs, the 
and of God was bare and viſible, and no body could 
ſpute his Ordination, becauſe they ſaw 1t, nor the 
ince's Right and Title, without flying directly in 
dd's own Face that gave it. But in other Govern- 
ents of the World, both before, and ſince the eu- 
State, the Right and Succeſſion of Princes has 
dne on in a more ſilent way, by the Rules of Hu- 
an Settlement, and according to the Laws of diffe- 
nt Conſtitutions: So that, tho' really, in the truth 
the Thing it felf, no Good Prince ever came to the 
hrone of à Kingdom, without God's own particu- 
Ordination and Providence; yet the Tracks and 
potfleps of this Providence were not always ſo open 
d obſervable, wighout more care and attention to 
2 Matter, than generality of Men were willing 
put themſelves upon, They ſce things take place, 
to outward Appearance, according to an Eſtabliſh'd 
le; and whether God concerng himſelf in theſe 
ings or no, or how far he doW®fo, they think it 
s neceſſary for them to confider. Tho? that God 
ally does fo, and with the greateſt Care and Vigi- 
ce, ſtands by, and ſuper-intends the Inſtitution 
d Succellion of Kings and Princes, more Wr 
3 


Exek. 


1. 15. 
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of Good Ones, is evident, if we conſider, that not 
Matters even of the leaſt Concernment are exempted 
from his Care, and that thoſe of Kings and Govern- 
ments are of the higheſt Moment, and moſt idiportant 
Conſequence to his own Government of the World: 
Inſomuch that the great Yheels,,of his own Pro, 
vidence often Turn by them, and take a Direction 
from the Wills of Princes, and a tendency and i 
clination from the courſe of Things without. 

But then we mult be ſure always to remembe 
this, that tho' God makes all Good Angs, and that 
tho' they come in the way of our own Settlement 
we are to thank Him for them, which will furthe 
appear in our progreſs on this Argument; yet He 
makes none but in his ows way, the way of Juſt ang 
Right. And what that 7uft and Rigbt is in different 
Countries, in this Cafe, we are to learn from the 
different Nature and Methods of each Conſtitution 
which, when tis once Eſtabliſh'd, God himſelf Conf 
firms, and commands us to Maintain, and ſtand by 
it, under pain of Rebellion againſt his own Sac ret 
Majeſty, till it receive either a Diſſolution or Altera 
tion, by the ſame Power that ſet it up. For Gol 
complies with all lawful Eſtabliſhments, and ratiſic 
them; and his own Will is determin'd to AR, ang 
to Govern the Kingdoms of the World, by the way 
and according to the order taken by the Reſolutions 
of Men, and by the Scheme which they have fir 
laid out, and agreed upon, by their own'Polic 
And he jultly expects that whengthey have done {c 
they ſhould {ſtand by, and obſeWe their own AQ 
and Conſtitutions themſelves, as he will do. 

But now, tho Almighty God, ſince he has withdrawt 
his immediate Reyelation, thus fets up Kings an 
Princes in the WoMAd, in the proper way of each Pa 
ple, and ordinarily in the Line that Human Wiſdor 
has ſirſt drawa and chalk'd out for him; yet we mu 
not think that his Providence is in the lealt cramp! 
in the exereiſę of it ſelf, or hamper d in its Freese 
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y this means: But tho” he ſtill goes on in our way, 
Thich he is pleas'd to make his own, yet his infinite 
iſdom is able to produce ſuch manifold Variety in 
is one way, to give ſo many turns and diverſions 
d a Nation's Fortune, and all within the Rules of 
s own Conſtitution, that there is ſufficient Reaſon 
d ground our utmoſt Dependence on him, to make 
s think his Providence neceſſary for our well-being, 
d wait on him continvally for, his Bleſſing in thoſe 
ry Governours, whom He indeed Appoints, tho they 
cceed in the Courſe and Order of our own Eſtabliſh- 


No ent, T ſhall mention but a few Suppofitions of this 
nature, which may be ſufficient to convince us, that 
ande Bleſſings and Happineſs, that arrive to any Peo- 
ene, by the Conduct and Government of a Viſe and 
bo? ood Prince, tho in the common and ordinary way of 
on cceſſion, are yet as much to be attributed to the par- 


cular Providence of God, and his deſign ' Kindneſs 
a Nation, as if God himſelf had ſent land deter- 
ined his expreſs Choice of that Perſon, by the 
land, and by the Anointing of a Prophet ; his anci- 
t and extraordinary way of Deſignation. How 


2 auch depends, for Inſtance, of a People's Happineſs 
"822 a Prince's Adminiſtration, who is endow d with 
— Native Goodneſs, and Sweetneſs of . ww wh with a 
I onſtitution of Mind not apt to be Ruffled and Di- 


urb'd with the Rowghneſs and Violence of Paſſion, 
hich is free from the reſt/eſs Gnawings of Ambition, 
om the griping Deſires of Coveronſneſs ; and from 


. 9 ther Vicious, ow. = rr Inclinations ! And yet 
| e main ſeeds and principles of Vertue and Vice, are 


1d 1n Nature, in the very firlt rudiments of our Be- 
g: long before we are capable of Choice and Directi- 
n from the Rules of Reaſon and Religion; and when 
ve are ſo, the bent and inclination of Natural Tem- 
der not ſeldom prevails, and proves too ſtrong for 
dur Reſolutions to controul, in the whole Courſe and 
Progreſs of our Life after. Here therefore we have 
Reaſon to acknowledge the Haud of God, and the 
pecu · 
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been in Moſes, in David, in Solomon, in Hezekiah, in 


of a Prince s Liſe, by a var ions train of Providences 


El. 4 14 {ball ever come tobe kingdom is often from the Hand 


16 A SERMON Preach'd on the ' © 
peculiar direction of his Providence, when he ſendsa 
Branch of the Royal Stem into theWorld, not crooked 
and perverſe by Nature, when he gives us a Ang un 
his pleaſure, One well Diſpos d in his own Natural 
Frame, and Temper, whole private Humour and 
Pailions, we are ſure will come, one time or another, 
to be of ſo large, and extenſive an Influence upon 
the Peace and Happineſs of his People. 4 

And without this natural Goodneſs of Soul, one 
may almoſt venture to ſay, no Prince ever yet arriv's 
at a pitch of Vertve, either equal to the Dignity of 
his Station, or anſwerable to the Neceſſities of his 
Government. Such as this we may ſuppoſe to have 


Jaſiab, thoſe great Patterns of Royal Berfettion e vet 
lince, andthe great objects of Admiration to the whole 
World. And yet in theſe, the Corner. Stone, and 
Foundation, on which all this Excellence was rais d, 
was laid in their Mature by God himſelf, and they 
needed little more trouble than to have followed the 
iulimations of their own Natural /nflinf?, under the 
common Influence of Grace, to have been as Great 
and Perfect as they were. And which, if ever any 
Prince comes to be, "tis the Ct of God to a Nation 
for which we ought always to Thank and Praiſe him, 

But this is not the only thing for which we are tc 
thank him in this matter, that he ſends a Prime 
into the World well endow's, and prepar d by Natar 
for the Government, He takes care likewiſe, by 
over-ruling the outward Events;and Circumſtance 


to fit and prepare him for the Work he has ap 
pointed for him; and, if need be, to make 51 
Perfect thro' a State of Sufferings, as he did hi 
faithful Servants of old, Moſes and Datrd, 

But aſter all, let a Good Prince be never ſo wel 
prepar'd and qualify'd, by Nature and Providence 
for the Adminiſtration of Affairs, yet that ſuch a Ont 
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and Ordination of God's Providence, who being 
the Supreme Lord of every Mans Life and Condition, 

to make way for a betſon in whom be delights, takes 
care to remove others of leſs Perfection in his own 

ime, without laying a Nation under the Temptati 
df! involving it lt in the Guilt and Crime of fe- 
/eftance and Febellion. In ſuch caſes God's Providence 
is nearly and particularly concern d, and he purſues 
is own Defign, in the various Methods of his own 
Direction, of Bling à People that deſerves his 
are, with a Prince upon the Throne who ſhallAulfil 
he good Pleaſure of his Will, and anſwer the ut- 
noſt Conſequence of his k ind Intentions. A 
Beſides, we know that a Good and Vertuous Suc- 
eſſor, often meets with contrary Deſigns and Pro- 
2s from a Factious and Seditious Band of Men, to 
hoſe wicked [ntereſts and unrighteons Practices, he 

an open or a ſuſpected Enemy. And there God; 
ithia our own Experience may have ſhewn his 
er-ruling and controlling Power; by turning back- 
ards, and breaking the cloſe' Combination, and re- 

king the Seditious Murmurings of thoſe , that 
ould have oppos'd themfelves, and have kept down 
v12htful and moſt Gracious Prince, from riſing into 
e Throne of ber Forefathers, and, ſo have Stifled 
e breath of our noſtrils at itz very entrance, and Lan. ,. 
ve quench d thelight of Iſrael far ever. Hut in the 20. 
utter wherem they dealt providly and treacberouſiy, be 8 * 
s above them, and their folly and villany were as ma- Ex. ig. 
e/t and open, as the Sin and Guilt of their Fore- 11. 
hers. 14 n 125 x y | , - 27h 3.9 
Again, tis from God's Favour, that a Wiſe and 
rtaous Prince is rgſervd upon the Throne on 
ich he was firſt placed by his gracious Providence, 
God ſometimes has ſhewn us, how much we 
pht to depend on his Mercy for the continuance of 
lappineſs, which we enjoy at preſent, and think 
be moſt. ſecurely within our own Embraces, by 
ing. off a ExpeQation of a People, and re- 


moving 
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kack 24 moving a whole Nation's deſire with a: Stroke, do 
16. immature Death of a Young Prince, who would have 
otherwiſe ſuceceded into the Throne and Vertues of 
his Progenitors; and in whom Poſterity would have 
been as Happy, as we know our ſe] ves to be, at pre- 
ſent, in his Royal Parent. In theſe, and ſeveral In- 
ſtances of like nature, God intends to convince-Men, 
that without the interpoſal of his Hand and Di- 
rection, no Eſtabliſhment of our own could ſecure out 
Happineſs, and that he is able to do it, tho he con- 
fines himielf to act according to the Rules of our own 
National Polity, and within the compaſs of out Laus 
And this God does, and will always continue to de 
for us, if we endeavour to pleaſe him, and make our 
ſelves worthy of his Favours; otherwiſe, a Good, 
Wiſe, and Vertuous Governonr, is too great a Blefling 
for a Siaful and Diſobedient People. Which leads 
Third and Laſt Obſervation from my Text, T 
there can be no greater Argument of God's Faun 
and H leſſing to a ee or Nation, bath for the pre. 

ſent and future Generations, than his raiſmg up ſuch i 
: 2 the I hrone, who ir perfectly well enables 
and inclin'd to a wiſe, a faithful, and religious Adm 
niſtration of the Government : Becauſe the Lord lovi 
Iſrael for ever, therefore made be Thee King, 10 

Judgment and Fuftice. 9 731 #741" 29 
God, it ſeems, could hardly have given a greate 
Demonſtration of his Care aud Love of his own pecu 
Har People, whom above all Kingdoms of the Earrt| 
he had choſen out, to diſplay the Riches of his Co0 
neſs before them, than by appointing a Wiſe an 
Religious King over them, at once to direct and le: 
them in their Duty, and to protect and defend the! 

zu their Res and Intereſts. l 
The Perſon, that pronounces the People of 7a 
ſo Happy under the Rule and Government of Kit 
Solomon, was a Great Queen her ſelf, and very we 
knew of what a wide and commending Influence t 
{way of Kings and Princes is upon the Welfare ar 
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Proſperity of Mankind. For indeed God holds the 
Reins of his own Government of the World in 2 

great meaſure by the Hands of Princes, and conveys 

the moſt remarkable Diſtributions af his Juſtice and 

Mercy through the Means, 1 the Authority of 

thoſe his ſacred Miniſters. And as he ſometimes 
chaſtiſes a People by the Sins and Vices of a Prince, 
worſe than Scorpions, ſo he makes the heams of his 2 Chron: 
Favour and Loving kindneſs &malc upon, and reflect 10. 14 
from the Crown of Government, from the Graces and 

Picty of him that fits upon the Throne ment. 

And therefore, ordinarily, if we would make a true 


eſtimate of the Bleſſings of any People, we ſeldom 


need look further than to the Conduct and Direction 
of him that fits at the Helm of Government; If 
we would find out the Rectitude or Obliquity of that 
infinite variety of Motions, that {paſs up and down 
in 2. Kingdom or People, we have little more to 


chan to mark the Hand only, that gives the firſt Turn 


and Revolution, whether to Good or Evil. The Spirit 


of Cod himſelf directs our Judgment in theſe matters 


by this Rule: Aleſed art thoa, O Land, when thy Ecleſ. 10. 
King it the fon of Nables; and thy Princes eat in due 16. 7. 


ſeaſon, for Strength, and not for 'Diunkenneſs - Wo to 


thee, O Land; when thy King is Chili, aud thy 

Princes eat in the br e Ne 
And the reaſon of this is plain, becauſe no Action 

or Reſolution of the ſupreme Governour is purely 


perſonal, but the publick Intereſt is ſome way or 


other involv d in the moſt retit d of his Proceedings. 
The Eyes of the World are open, and perpetually 
on his Deportment, and the udgments of Men very 
buſily employ'd to ſoann andfift out the drift and ten- 
dency of his Deſigns and Actions: ſo that there is no 
way for him to elude the uni verſal Enquiry, let him 
turn himſelf which way he will, and fly from it never 
fo carefully. The Authority indeed of his Actions may 
in a great meaſure ſway and biaſs the Judgments of 
Men, and prevail upon them, at leaſt-in outward ap- 
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Prov. 91. the Pillars of Wiſdom and Vertue, and theſe are to 
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pearance, to determine of Good or Evil, as he himſelf 


does; but his Actions themſiecves, as to the Subſtance, 


of them, can never eſcape their Notice and Obſer- 
vance : So that the Piety and Juſtice of a Wiſe: and 
Gracious Prince diffuſes a general and ſalutary Savour 
and Influence throughout the whole Body of his Peo- 
ple, ſtrengthening the Sinews of Vertue, and raiſing 


the drooping*Spirits&f Piety, and ſupporting them, 


when nothing elſe could do it. A ſingle um from 
the Countenazce: of Majeſiy, gives a more eſſectual 
check to the Forwardneſs and Impudence of Vice, than 
whole Folumes and Digeſts of Laws, or all the Mi- 
niſters and Inſtruments of their Execution. 4 
King that ſitteth in the T brone of Judgment ſeattereth 


away all evil with bis Eyes, ſays Solomon, whoiwell 


knew the prevailing influence of his own” Royal 
Authority amongſt: his People; Prov. 20. 8. Th 
very Look of a King daſhes a bold and encroachin 
Sinner out of Countenance, makes him ſneak an 
diſappear: from under ſo awful. a Preſence, and en- 
deavour to form and ſhape himſelf to a different 


Poſture and Temper, before he can hope to be endur d. 


In as much therefore as the univerſal Frame of 
National Happineſt and Proſperity can no other way 
be rais d, nor lean upon any thing elſe, than upon 


be Supported themſelves upon the ground of Royal 
Authority and Tucourage ment; the Conſequence of a 
Prince's Wiſdom and Vertne, to the Happineſs and 
Benefit of his People, is ſo: very great, and yet ſo 
very clear to common Apprehenſion, that hardly 
any thing deſerves more, or needs leſi to be inſiſted on. 

But this is not all that the Queen of Sela in- 
tended, or Salomon de ſervd, in the Character and 
Commendation here given of his Wiſe and Vertuous 
Government, that his People found themſelves Bleſt 
and Happy under him ſor the preſent only, but that 


there would be laid, by that Prince's Wiſdom and 


Goodneſs, a Firm and Laſting Foundation for — 


. 
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| acceſs and Proſperity of that People to many futute 
nerations . Becanſe' the Lord lov'd Iſrael for every 
herefore made he thee King, to do Judgment and Juſtice} 


1 the ſenſe of time backwards, but alſo becauſe he 
7ould do them good for ever, for the time to come: 
or that this is the deſign and meaning of the Ex. 
reſſion for ever, in this place, appears from a paſſage 

the Book of Chroniclor, where this ſame Bleſſing, 
ere proncanc'd by the Queen of Sheba," is — 
ut with a little variety; as you may read, '2+Chrom: 
8. Bleſſed be tbe Lord thy God, which delighted an 
bee," to ſet thee on this Throne to be King for the Lord 
by Cod; Becauſe thy God lov'd Iſrael, to eftabliſh them 
r ever, therefore made be thee King ouer tbem, 10 do 
ment and Fuſtice! "Becauſe he lov'd them, to eta. 
ſb them for ever. © The overflowing: Streams of 
omon's Wiſdom and Piety would, ir feems, ſpread 
emſelves a great way, and, by a long courſe and 
ain of Derivat ion, reach the far diſtant Ages yet to 
me; who ſhould often #/eſs themſelves in that 
ince, whilſt they felt the warm Influence, and 
joy d the Advantages eſtablifh'd by bis Reign. For 
e laſting Honour of God, and Exerciſe of Religion, 
2 know what Proviſioni/he made, out of his Aa. 
iſdom and Bounty, by raifing that Beautiful and 
umi rable Structure of his Temple, and by his molt 

ine Prayer at the Dedication of it, drawing down, 
d engaging God's Bleſſing from thence, and the re. 
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2ds of Years, till the. Diſſolution of the egal Gos 
rnment. And his Conſtitutions in State were no 
s excellently founded, both: ſor ſrengtb and order, 
d carryd the Stamp and Sguature of his Divine i.. 

in exery ſtroke and inſtance of them; to which, 
d himſelf expreſsly aſſures us, no Man had ever 
ual, before him, or ever ſhould have after him, to 
end of all Generations. This one great Taſlauce, 


5 


ot only, becauſe he ever lov'd that People, taking it 


1 Kings &. 


nce of his Cry in it for ever after, for many Hun- 34, 35,44. 


ether with what we know our ſelves, and experience 
af 
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ſtration. But this we are ſure of, that if our exceeduy 
all other People in the brighteſt Perfections, and mol 
- admirableVirtues of our Gracioas Covernour, and tho 


22 ASERMON. Preach'd of 
at this Day, and may we ever do ſo, is abundant] 
ſufficient to convince us of this Truth, in its f 
force and luſtre, That a Viſe and Vertuaus Prineꝶ 
is a Bleſſing to a Kingdom, as great as God hawſelM 
can give; an Argument of his preſent great Lo. 
and Favour, and a firm Pledge and Security; thai 
he will ever Bleſs us, that he entertains Zh 
Peace towards us, for the time hereafter, that he il 
& ur Good, that he will never leave us, nor forſake ul 
For as for our ſelves of this Kingdom, who live 
under the beſt Form of Government in the World, ad 
miniſtred by the Beſt of Prince; the People of a fa 
Country, who have heard the Fame of our Happinel 
foreign Princes and Nations ſhall take up this &/c/ouli 
of the Queen of Sheba to Solomon, and pranounee: vs 
People favour'd of Heaven, the Clary of all Kingdom 
Happy art thon,. O Iſrael, who 7s like. unte thee, Oi 
e, ſavd and Bleſs'd by the Lord, the ſbield of 1 
help, and who is the ſword of thy Excellency, Deut. 338 
29. For is there any Nation or Kingdom upot 


Earth, that has God ſo near them, and his Hand 1 


open to pour down his Bleſſings on them, as he hz 
on us, in regard to the infinite-Advantages, both 0 
our excellent Prince, and Government; ſo far, that i 
not eaſy to determine, whether has the Advantag 
either the Goodneſs of our Conſtitution itſelf, or th 
Wiſdom, Juſtice, and Equity of its preſent Admin 


expreſſions of them by Her Actions, which tis in 
poſſible ſhould proceed, but from the nobleſt and mo 
genuine Fountain of Goodneſs in Her own Nature; 
the molt Bleſſed Conſequences, from a conſtant ar 
iteddy Courſe of the nobleſt Actions, can make us 
Happy People, that then we have no reaſon to en 
the Felicity of the beſt of our Neighbours, but inf 
nitely great to Admire and Rejoyce in dur Own. II 
moſt ſerious, devout, unaffected, fruitful Zeal for — 

0 
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Queeti's Iscigaration, March B. 1713. = 23 


akes of hi 


i fe and Advantage of Her own Example, o the Vene- 
ation of all others; If this can engage God's. Blelhng 
o Her People; If the tendereſt Concern and Provi- 
lence for the Good of every One of Her Subjects 5 
f Her fincere Rejoicing an their Joy, and her com- 
leat Satisfaction in their Advantage, whilſt with 2 
arge and copious HandBhe is ſhow 
Bleſſings of Peace and Plenty on their Heads, and by 
er de vout Applications tothe Throne of Heaven cons 
inually prevailing for more and greater; If all this be 
ufficient to perſwade us, that She Loves us, and is con- 
inually taking Care for us, and will always do us Good, 
and if it will engage us only to Honour and Obey Her 
Perſon, and Imitate Her Uraces. If a Noble and Ge- 
rous Contentment of Soul in Her, free from 
ncroaching or Ambitious Defigas upon the Rights 


vill Unite Her and Them in the bleiled Harmony of 


vith Foreign Moleſtations; If 
zether; If our Enjoyment of the greateſt Good, and 


reſent, and nothing but our own wilful Blindaeſe, 
dr miſtaken Opinions can make us Miſerable. 


iſhly refaſe to accept and enjoy them; It we will ge 
on to ſink and depreciate the great Bleſſings of our Ad. 


= contents, and magnify our own vain, idle, and 
us, our own dar Fancy will yet be {till repreſenting 
black Clouds of Danger hanging over us, and ready 


to hurſt upon our Heads. And when the full Sun-Shive 
of God's Favour reſts upon our Tabernacles, we will be 


** 


orſhip and Glory in his Royal Ari, who par- 
— with no other deſigu ſo muck 
s to guard his Flur, and to recommend it by the 


down. che 


nd Intereſts of Her Neighbouring Princes, which 


eace, and ſecure us all from being vex d and haraſs d 
theſe things to- 


dur Security from the leaſt Evil under Her Protection, 


an ever make us an Eaſy, and a Proſperous People, : 
hy then we 2 reaſon to think our ſelves ſo at 


But if we will not ſee our own Advantages, or pee- 
nniſtration, by our ſecret and open Murmurings and 


zroundleſs Suſpicions into real and ſubſtantial Evils; 
If when all things ure clear and fair over and about 
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